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The captain of a ship looked into the dark night and saw faint lights in 

the distance. Immediately he told his signalman to send a message: 

"Alter your course 10 degrees south." Promptly a return message was 

received: "Alter your course 10 degrees north."  

 

The captain was angered; his command had been ignored. So he sent a 

second message: "Alter your course 10 degrees south – I am the 

captain!" Soon another message was received: "Alter your course 10 

degrees north – I am seaman third class Jones."  

 

Immediately the captain sent a third message, knowing the fear it would 

evoke: "Alter your course 10 degrees south – I am a battleship." Then 

the reply came: "Alter your course 10 degrees north – I am a lighthouse." 

(Paul Aiello, Jr.) 

 

There are many people who want full control of their life. They refuse to 

surrender to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. When we don’t listen to God’s 

instruction in our lives… WE’LL CRASH!  If that ship’s Captain had 
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refused to alter his course he would have crashed right into the rocks 

below the lighthouse. If we refuse to listen to God and go against  the 

direction he tells us to, the same will happen to us! 

 

We have to dedicate ourselves 100% to God. Just a little bit is not 

enough. If that captain only altered his course a little, he would still have 

crashed! 

 

Following Jesus is a full-time, lifelong commitment that can change the 

course of our lives completely. 

 

In the Old Testament this morning, we read about Elisha’s call to 

become a prophet of God. 

 

At this point in the history of Israel, Elijah was God’s prophet, and God 

told him to go call Elisha to follow him, to become his apprentice, in 

order that he could take over this important job when he has gained the 

skills to do so. 

 

Being a prophet of God in Old Testament times was no easy task. 

Prophets were the mouthpiece between God and the people. Prophets 

had to go tell the people, even kings, if they were in the wrong, and how 

God expected them to change their lives. This would effectively mean 

that Elisha’s own life would stop to exist now. 

 

But he was up for the challenge! 

 

So how did all this happen?  
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Elisha was just minding his own business, ploughing on the family farm, 

when Elijah all of a sudden came to him and threw his cloak around him. 

In those days people believed that your clothes were like an extension of 

yourself, which meant that your clothes would also contain the power 

you had within yourself. Throwing your cloak on someone else was a 

symbolic way of transferring prophetic power from one person to the 

next, and Elisha would have known this straight away. 

 

So he replied that he just quickly wanted to go kiss his father and mother 

goodbye, and that he then would follow Elijah. 

 

What he did then was a sign that he was willing to commit himself to 

God 100%. He slaughtered his oxen and burned his ploughing 

equipment – by doing this he demonstrated that there was now a clear 

break between his old life and the new one he was about to embark on. 

There was no turning back; he didn’t have oxen and a plough anymore, 

there was no way he could go back to his previous life now. He was 

going to follow God’s instructions whole heartedly, for the rest of his life. 

 

And he did. He never looked back. Not even in the bad times. 

 

Very many years later, in our New Testament reading, we see Jesus 

calling people to follow him, but they were full of excuses. They wanted 

to follow him, BUT they first wanted to go do something else. 

 

Their excuses for not following him straight away seem to be very 

legitimate. For example, the one guy wanted to first go bury his father. 
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In that society, Jewish men were exempt from any other responsibility if 

they had a duty to perform in regards to the dead. Nobody would have 

expected this man to do anything other than this burial. 

But the Greek text indicates that the burial referred to here would be the 

second  burial, a burial that took place one year after somebody had 

their actual funeral; and what Jesus is trying to illustrate here is that 

even important ritual and social expectations are not more important 

than following him. 

 

Jesus is even more adamant than Elijah was when he called Elisha. 

Elisha was allowed to go say goodbye to his parents and have a wee 

farewell party, but Jesus said that there is no time for things like this. 

 

NOTHING is more important than following him straight away. 

 

And looking back on what happened there, it’s quite easy for us to 

understand this today – if the living Jesus called you to follow him, who 

would not obey? What a privilege and honour it must have been to have 

been able to meet Jesus face to face! 

 

But sometimes, when you are in a situation, you just don’t have the 

same wisdom that hindsight brings, as is the case with the people in this 

passage. 

 

Let’s not make the same mistake they did!  

 

God calls us to follow him. Now. To commit our lives to him 100%. 

Nothing is more important than that. Not even the most important, very 

legitimate things we were planning on doing. 
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Following God comes first, and then follows our ordinary life. 

 

We shouldn’t let ANYTHING come before God in our lives. Not our work, 

or our families, our customs, our social responsibilities, our politics, our 

worries, our dreams or anything else that is important to us. 

 

We should break away from the things that keep us from God 

completely. And you know what the most amazing thing about this is? If 

we do that, if we follow God and put him 1st in our lives, all the other 

things will fall into place as well. 

 

Jesus said: “No-one who puts his hand to the plough and looks back is 

fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 

 

Living so close to the land in Biblical times meant that everybody would 

understand this statement very well. It was the worst shame of all if you 

didn’t plough straight furrows. No ploughman would ever even consider 

looking backwards, taking his eyes off the direction he was going in, and 

risking making a mistake. 

 

The same is true for our lives. If we commit ourselves to God, there’s no 

looking back. No ‘what-if’s’. If we choose to follow God, he will be with us 

through his Spirit, every step of the way. 

He will help us to make the right decisions and move in the right 

direction, so we shouldn’t ever second guess ourselves, and keep living 

in the past – in the “good old days” – as we often call it. 
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We should burn our oxen and plough, so to speak, get rid of everything 

that stands in our way to commit ourselves to God; and then trust God 

that if we follow him, he will lead us in the right direction. 

 

Having a relationship with God is more important than anything else in 

life.  

 

(And if you remember this as a mum …………, and as a granny 

…………, …………. will see your example and never loose direction in 

her life.) 

 

God is calling you today. What will you answer? 

 

Amen 

 


