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Sermon 

4 September 2017 

West Kirk of Calder & Polbeth Harwood 

 

By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Text: Acts 2:1-21 

Pentecost 

 

It was a day almost just like today. The believers were all gathered 

together, when all of a sudden there was the sound like the blowing of a 

violent wind that came from heaven, and it filled the whole place where 

they were sitting… 

 

It’s been 10 days since Jesus left them. 10 long days of waiting and 

wondering – and now all of a sudden the room was strangely filled with 

wind – something you can’t see, but something you are most certainly 

aware of when it’s there!  

 

In Hebrew – the language of the Old Testament – the word for wind and 

the word for spirit is the exact same thing. 

 

Has it ever happened to you that you are just quietly sitting, and then, all 

of a sudden, a gush of wind shuts a door or blows all your papers off 

your desk? That can be a frightening experience – when something like 

that happens to me it gives me shivers down my spine! 

 

You can’t see the wind, but you most certainly know it is there! 



2 
 

Then something even stranger happened: they saw what seemed to be 

tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and they began to speak in other 

languages as the Spirit enabled them. 

 

Long ago in Old Testament times God spoke to Moses through the 

burning bush, and as they travelled to the Promised Land God was with 

them through a pillar of fire during night time. 

 

In Jewish tradition wind, fire, and inspired speech were considered to be 

signs of the presence of God. So not a single person in that room would 

be confused about what was happening to them. They realised straight 

away that although Jesus left the earth, the presence of God was now 

once again with them. 

 

He promised to send His Spirit to Guide and Comfort them, and on the 

day of Pentecost he did exactly that. 

 

And, as always, God’s timing was perfect. 

 

Pentecost is a Jewish festival that took place 50 days after Passover. 

During this festival the Jews celebrated two things:  

 They celebrated the law. The law is what makes a Jew a Jew. 

They had been set apart from all other people. No other country or 

group of people had the law of God.  

 And it was also the celebration of the harvest. In fact, this festival 

was sometimes referred to as the ‘feast of the harvest’ because 

the wheat harvest occurred during the period between Passover 

and Pentecost. As this was an agricultural society the harvest was 
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very important to them. So this festival was the time during which 

the Jews expressed their thanks to God for the harvest. 

 

The church was born on the day of Pentecost. This was the time in 

which God established His New Covenant. What a perfect setting!  

 

The feast of Pentecost was about celebrating the law of God that set 

apart the Jews. It is fitting that God used this to set apart any who would 

follow Jesus as a part of His New Kingdom. Pentecost is the 

inauguration of the new kingdom of God. 

 

But - Pentecost was also a celebration of God’s provision and blessing 

in the harvest. During this feast God brings in His new harvest. While in 

the past God provided for His people with crops, in this New Covenant 

God provided for His people by giving them His Spirit. 

 

The temple was standing room only when the disciples began to speak 

in foreign tongues and amaze their listeners. Some thought this was a 

sign from God, that something meaningful and life changing was 

happening, but there were some who were sceptical, who thought it was 

a sign that these men had too much to drink. Yet whatever their opinion, 

this act of speaking in different languages got their attention.  

 

In the very first sermon of the Christian church (the 2nd half of our 

reading this morning), Peter fires away by saying that of course they 

can’t be drunk – it’s only 9 o’clock in the morning! They wouldn’t have 

their breakfast for another hour. 
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He explained that the different languages were God using his disciples 

to spread the message of the Good News of Jesus to the ends of the 

earth through the power of the Spirit – so that everybody could 

understand this message in their own language. 

 

To me this is the most striking part of this passage – that even if you 

don’t understand the message of the love of God, God will make you 

hear it. He’ll translate it for you if that is what you need. He’ll show it to 

you if that is what you need. He’ll let you feel it, if that is what you need. 

 

God won’t allow anything to stand in his way of telling every single 

person here on earth that he loves them… 

 

Even today not everybody reacts in the same way when they hear this 

news, and that’s a shame, because having God’s Spirit inside you is the 

biggest life changing event that can ever happen to anybody.  

 

Bethlehem means..      . God With Us. 

Calvary means.           .. God For Us. 

But Pentecost means... God In Us. 

 

A famous preacher once said: "You might as well try to hear without 

ears, or breathe without lungs, as try to live a Christian life without the 

Spirit of God in your heart." 

 

So what does it mean to have the Spirit of God within you? 

 

A story is told of a certain guide who lived in the Arabian Desert, who 

never lost his way. 
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He carried with him a homing pigeon with a very fine cord attached to 

one of its legs. 

 

When in doubt as to which path to take, he threw the bird up into the air. 

The pigeon then quickly strained at the cord to fly in the direction of 

home, and thus led the guide accurately to his goal. 

 

Because of this unique practice, he was known as "The dove man."  

The Holy Spirit, the Heavenly Dove, does just that: He leads us, directs 

us, guides us in the right direction. He shows us where to go and how to 

live while we are here on earth, and he will lead us straight home to our 

ultimate destination one day.  

 

So, practically speaking, what does it mean to have the Holy Spirit within 

you? 

 

Have you ever heard that little voice telling you not to do something? 

That’s God’s Spirit guiding you.  

 

Have you ever felt a sudden calmness inside you when things around 

you are just going crazy? That’s God’s Spirit calming you.  

 

Have you ever felt peace in your heart, almost as if someone is giving 

you a huge big cuddle in times when you are sad or distressed? That is 

God’s Spirit comforting you. 

 

We might not be able to see the Holy Spirit – but we can most certainly 

know he is there… 
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Let’s listen when he speaks, let’s follow where he leads… 

 

God’s Spirit makes us strong – because now we know we are never 

alone. We don’t have to make decisions alone, we don’t have to get 

through hard times alone. And we now have what it takes to go tell the 

world of the love of God – God has given us the tools we need to carry 

on this very important task the disciples began. 

 

God’s Spirit inside us is like the batteries in a flashlight, or the petrol in a 

car – without the batteries or the petrol these items might be nice to look 

at, but worth nothing, because they won’t be able to work. But with new 

batteries – a flashlight can fill a dark scary place with light; with a tank 

full of petrol a car can go absolutely anywhere. 

 

So let’s thank God for his Spirit inside us by making his light shine and 

bringing change wherever we go. 

 

Amen 

 


