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Sermon 

21 May 2017 

West Kirk of Calder & Polbeth Harwood 

 

By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Text: John 14:15-21 

 

What do we do if we need to get from one the one side of a river to the 

other side? We make a plan! It’s not an unsolvable problem. We simply 

build a bridge. And then, for generations to come, what once was a 

problem becomes something they simply take for granted. 

 

The need for a road bridge over the Firth of Forth came to light in the 

1920’s with the rising popularity of the private car. After lots of planning 

and hard work the bridge was finally completed and opened by The 

Queen on September 4, 1964. 

 

I wonder if any of the people involved in building that bridge ever 

imagined just how much traffic it would later take? 

 

Because of heavy congestion on the bridge as well as structural issues, 

it was decided to build another bridge, the bridge on everybody’s lips 

these days: The Queensferry Crossing. 

 

This bridge is due to open mid-July - end August, representing a total 

Scottish Government investment of roughly £1.35 billion, releasing £245 

million worth of savings since construction started in June 2011. 
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Obviously, nothing was going to stand in our way to make sure we are 

able to cross the water to get to Fife! 

 

There are just certain places you won’t be able to get to without the help 

of a bridge. 

 

This same principle applies to our spiritual lives. There was a huge gap 

between people and God, a gap that couldn’t be crossed by people 

themselves, so God decided to build us a bridge so we can get to him. 

This bridge wasn’t made out of millions of tons of steel, it was made out 

of two wooden beams… 

 

I’m talking about the cross Jesus died on – that’s how God built a bridge 

between him and us. Because of what Jesus did for us, we can now get 

to God safely. 

 

But the journey there can sometimes be really scary.  

 

I once walked over a long suspension bridge in a beautiful gorge in the 

Tsitsikamma Wild Life Reserve in South Africa. And although I knew the 

cables were made of steel and if I just held on I would be safe – I don’t 

think I’ve ever been so scared in my life! I felt dizzy every time I looked 

down, my heart pounded so loudly I didn’t hear a single bird singing and 

I didn’t enjoy the beautiful scenery at all – I just wanted to get to the 

other side without falling off. 

 

And I think life can feel like that sometimes. We end up in situations 

where we feel scared and alone, and that’s why God decided to not only 
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build us a bridge, but to also send us a companion, a guide, a comforter, 

to walk with us – his Holy Spirit. 

 

In John 14 Jesus explains this all this to his disciples – he says that he 

has to go away, but that they shouldn’t worry about that, he’s not leaving 

them behind all by themselves – he says that his Father will send them 

another Counsellor to be with them forever. 

 

The Greek word translated as Counsellor here, is “parakletos”. “Para” 

means “beside”, “alongside of”; and “kletos” means “called” or 

“summoned”. 

 

Thus: The Holy Spirit has been summoned by God to walk alongside us. 

This is what this word means literally, and that’s why it is translated as 

helper or counsellor – because that is exactly what the Holy Spirit does – 

he helps us on our journey through life. And he counsels us as we go 

along. 

 

While we are walking on this bridge, he holds our hands, he tells us 

where to go, he stays alongside us every single step of the way. 

 

Yesterday I got a wee glimpse of what this means in a practical way: It 

was the opening of Balerno’s Gala week, and all the different streets in 

the village had floats. The theme for our float was Mexican Fiesta, and 

all the kids were invited to dress up as Mexicans and then ride on the 

float in the procession through the village. 

 

So I got the boys wee Mexican outfits, but they didn’t want to wear it. 

And when we got to the float, Nehan was too scared to get on.  
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No matter what I said to try and persuade him, he was just too scared. 

Until André said: “Don’t worry Nehan, daddy will get on with you.” 

 

And just like that, problem solved! Nehan got on, he put his poncho and 

sombrero on, and he had a fantastic time on that float! And André, 

wearing a too small poncho and bright pink sombrero, stood there 

between all the kids, waving proudly to the crowds, not even a wee bit 

bothered, because that’s what his son needed him to do – to go on that 

float alongside him. 

 

And you know, when that happened yesterday, I thought that that is 

exactly what the Holy Spirit does for us… He is always by our sides, 

which means that we never have to face a daunting situation alone. 

 

As you can see, the word “parakletos” is bigger than a single translation 

can justify. In some translations of the Bible “parakletos” is translated as 

“advocate”. Another way of saying the same thing… 

 

This is the language of a court of law.  

 

If you ever have to appear in court for whatever reason, it can be very 

daunting – because there are procedures and protocol and words that 

people who are not familiar with a court of law doesn’t understand.  

 

And that’s why we get an advocate to represent us – somebody who 

knows the right terminology – to speak on our behalf. 

 

The Holy Spirit does that too. Where we don’t know what to say or do, 

he steps in and acts on our behalf, he puts the words in our mouths. 
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Jesus describes the day all those who believe in him will receive the 

Holy Spirit by saying: “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father 

and you are in me and I am in you” (John 14:20). 

 

And you know, that is ALL we need. On this complicated, sometimes 

exciting and exhilarating, sometimes serene and beautiful, sometimes 

daunting and scary and sad journey through life, God’s Spirit walking 

alongside us, is all we need. 

 

Because when life caves in, you do not need reasons – you need 

comfort. You do not need some answers – you need someone. And 

Jesus does not come to us with an explanation – He comes to us with 

His presence. The Holy Spirit is the presence of Christ living within us. 

 

And I think that that is what faith is – the realisation that it’s not worth it 

to always look for answers, but to be content with the fact that whatever 

happens to us, for whatever reason, will turn out okay, because we are 

not alone. 

 

Although there will always be stormy waters out there, we don’t have to 

swim through it – Jesus is our bridge to the other side. And if we hold on 

to God’s Spirit within us, we might even have enough courage to stop 

thinking only about ourselves and our fears and worries; to look around 

us and notice the beautiful scenery. 

 

In the 1960’s, there were people out there who thought that the Forth 

Road Bridge was something close to a miracle, there are people out 

there today feeling very proud of the Queensferry crossing, the only 
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bridge of its kind in the whole world… But in comparison to the bridge 

God built for us in Jesus, the bridges over the Forth look like child’s play. 

 

So let’s thank God every day for skilfully engineering a way towards him 

for all those who love him. For every single one of us… 

 

Amen 


