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Priorities. Tick-lists. These are things that are really important to us 

today, things that help us keep our heads above water when the 

demands on our time rain down on us (like it can only rain in this 

country!!). 

 

If our priorities are right, our lives will run smoothly. And that’s probably 

ultimately what all of us want – to live good, hassle-free, happy lives. 

 

The passage we read from Matthew 5 today teaches us how we can 

achieve this. It’s all about priorities.  

 

This is actually one of my personal favourite passages in the Bible, 

because it highlights the radical nature of being a follower of Jesus. 

 

Our reading forms part of the famous Sermon on the Mount. Jesus sat 

on a mountain and explained the Law of Moses to a large crowd of 

people. Jesus was accused by his enemies that he didn’t adhere to the 

law of God, and could therefore not be the Son of God. But now Jesus 

explains very patiently that that’s not the case at all. 



One by one he takes the Ten Commandments and interprets them in a 

way that made the people understand their true meaning. It was very 

much needed, because I think (that in this regard) the people who lived 

in those days were pretty similar to us… 

 

I think that most of us will listen to the Ten Commandments and then pat 

ourselves on the back, thinking that we’re not doing too bad at all. That 

we are actually fantastically obedient, especially when it comes to the 

commandment discussed in this section: 

 

You shall not murder. Well – tick! I’ve never murdered anyone, nor will I 

anytime soon – so I’m okay!! 

 

But are we really? 

 

Jesus says that this commandment is about more than just committing 

an actual murder… Because anger is just as bad as murder. 

 

So… Delete that tick then, because who here has never been angry? I 

read a psychology article that stated that the average person can get 

angry 10-14 times a day! Oops… 

 

What Jesus is trying to each us here, is that our attitude towards anger 

should be different from that of the rest of the world. Ever heard the 

expression: “Don’t get angry, get even?” 

 

Well, that’s what most people think today – but that’s NOT what a 

Christian should think. 

 



We shouldn’t feed our anger – because that can lead to nothing but a 

mess. 

 

Let me give you a simple example from my own life: I (quite often, 

actually), get just a wee bit angry when my dearly beloved husband 

doesn’t clean the washhand basin after he has brushed his teeth. Which 

means that I have to scrub off hardened toothpaste before I can brush 

my teeth…  

 

So then, what should I do? Yell at him? Will that make it better? Of 

course not – if I yell at him, he will just tune me out and won’t hear a 

single word I’m saying. (Men do have the gift to do that especially well!). 

 

What then? Should I tell all my friends how my husband’s tooth-

brushing-behaviour frustrates me? And then just make my wee problem 

a big problem and have everybody think badly of my husband – whom I 

actually love very much? 

 

Nope. Not the answer either.  

 

But that’s what we do! Or… We keep quiet and that anger builds up and 

builds up, until one day he pokes his friendly face around the corner and 

then almost gets a tube of toothpaste thrown at him! And even you don’t 

know where that came from?! 

 

No – Jesus says – go sort it out straight away.  

 



Anger isn’t even a real emotion – it’s just a defence mechanism we use 

when we don’t want other people to see what we are really feeling, 

because that might just show them how vulnerable we are…  

 

Jesus says to go sort it out straight away, before it becomes an issue. 

Before it becomes such a big issue that you practically kill the other 

person with your words…  

 

Actually, Jesus says – you need to do even more. Even if you are busy 

with something really important, like bringing an offering to Him, like 

coming to church, or praying, or doing good to others, and you 

remember that somebody has something against you – go sort it out 

first! 

 

That’s more important.  

 

Listen closely: Jesus doesn’t ask us to go sort things out only if we have 

something against someone else, but also if someone else has 

something against us! 

 

Wow! That’s a tall order. So even if you think you are 100% innocent, 

but you know someone is upset with you – you go and sort it out. And 

that’s more important to God than you praying to him. 

 

Talk about radical! 

 

Why? Because unresolved problems are like unexploded bombs. All 

over Europe (and even here in the UK) there are hundreds of tons of 

unexploded ammunition left over from WWII, and they’re killing people 



every year. Over time corrosion begins to make them extremely unstable 

and they explode at the slightest tremor. 

 

So it is with unresolved anger. It gets more corrosive as time goes by 

and when we least expect it’ll blow up in our face, and we’ll be the ones 

who are hurt if we don’t go and defuse it. So Jesus is telling us to go 

make peace before it’s too late. 

 

We need to have our priorities right. And to live in peace and harmony 

with those around us, is a huge priority in Jesus’ book. 

 

Why? Because he loves us so much. And all he wants for us, all of us, is 

to love each other too - Despite our differences. To respect each other; 

To show the world that in our lives there are things that are more 

important than getting our own back; Than winning a fight; Than getting 

even. 

 

God forgave us in Jesus before we even said we are sorry, long before 

we could ever do anything to deserve it. He accepted us as his family, 

despite the many mistakes we make.  

 

WK: And today we got evidence of what exactly that means, when we 

witnessed how ………………….. officially became members of this very 

special family too. 

 

Remember that if you truly believe in God, and understands what it 

means to belong to him, your life needs to look radically different from 

those around you.  

 



WK: And if you live like people who understand this, …………….., 

……….. will grow up in a home where he’ll learn to always have his 

priorities right: 

 

PH: So let’s get our priorities right: 

 

Love God first, and love others like yourself. Always, no matter what 

happens. 

 

Blow out the wee flame of anger in your heart before it turns into a fire. 

Because that fire will hurt you much more than anyone else it was 

actually aimed at. 

 

If we could all feel as passionate about our faith as we do about getting 

even with others, just imagine what an amazing place this world can 

become! 

 

So let’s walk out these doors today and go love, because God loved us 

first. 

 

Amen 

 

 


