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Text: Luke17:5-10 

Do you ever feel as if you just don’t have enough time to do everything 

you want to do? That if you just had a minute to sit still and relax you’d 

be able to figure your life out, but that minute just keeps avoiding you?! 

 

Well, I certainly feel like that all the time!  

 

You know that expression: “A mother’s work is never done”? That’s me!  

 

In between everything I have to do every  day, I have to do my best to 

be a good mum to the boys as well. And that’s a job I never get a wee 

break from!  

 

There’s cooking and cleaning and ironing, helping with homework, 

playing, teaching, consoling, comforting, nursing, explaining, laughing, 

crying, setting an example…  

 

But I wouldn’t have wanted it any other way! Those 2 boys are my life. I 

want to be a good mother for them.  

 

And I think exactly the same thing is true for all of us! We want to be 

good parents,  grandparents, spouses, siblings, friends, children. We 
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don’t do all these things to get praised for it – we do it because that is 

what is expected of us.  

 

In my case: That’s just what a mum does. I can question it, I can wonder 

about it, but that’s not going to change anything – I am a mum and that 

is what mums have to do. Even when I’m tired or busy or not in the 

mood, I still have to do it. Because that’s just the way it is.  

 

And that is what Jesus is trying to teach us in the passage we read from 

Luke this morning. We belong to him, we are his children, and that 

implies certain things for our lives – that implies a certain attitude 

towards life, a certain way of living. 24/7 – whether we like it or not, 

whether we are in a good place or not, whether it’s easy or not. If you 

want to call yourself a Christian, then you need to act like a Christian. 

Without expecting praise for it, without expecting a reward.  

 

And I know that now I’ve probably made being a Christian sound like 

some terrible chore, but that’s not true. It’s a huge privilege! But also a 

huge responsibility.  

 

Exaclty like being a mum… God trusts me with raising my 2 boys. Just 

like he trusts all of us with his kingdom here on earth.  

 

So Jesus’ disciples realised that this wasn’t an easy task to do, and they 

asked for more faith. To be honest – who wouldn’t ask for an increase in 

faith when the demands are sometimes seemingly impossible? 
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But Jesus says: “Wrong question!” You don’t need more faith to do what 

is expected of you! You’ve got plenty. Just go do it! A teeny tiny mustard 

seed grows into a huge mustard tree. It just happens. 

 

A servant doesn’t get served by his master when he comes in from the 

field after a long and hard day of working in the scorching sun. Oh no. 

He’ll just carry on serving his master, because that is what is expected of 

him. 

 

In the 1st century a servant literally belonged to his master. In those days 

roles were never confused, duties weren’t questioned, lines weren’t 

crossed.  

 

In our society where we focus on human rights and work ethic, minimum 

wage and maximum hours, things in the workplace might look a wee bit 

different, but in Jesus’ time a servant was a servant 24/7, no questions 

asked. And no servant would grumble about this, they would just get on 

with it and do what was expected of them. And they would most 

definitely not expect anything in return. 

 

Just like that we belong to God. 100%. So we should also do what is 

expected of us, all the time, without expecting anything in return. 

Because we have to;  but also because we want to… 

 

And I would like to explain this to you by means of a wee story: 

 

A young man applied for a job as a farmhand.  

 

When the farmer asked for his qualifications, he said: "I can sleep when 
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the wind blows."  

 

This puzzled the farmer. But he liked the young man, so he hired him.  

 

A few days later, the farmer and his wife were woken up during the night 

by a violent storm.  

 

They quickly got up to check if everything was secure.  

 

They found that the shutters on the farmhouse had been securely 

fastened. A good supply of firewood had been set next to the fireplace. 

The young man slept soundly.  

 

The farmer and his wife then inspected the rest of the property.  

 

They found that the farm tools had been placed in the storage shed, safe 

from the elements. The tractor had been moved into the barn. And the 

barn was properly locked. Even the animals were calm. All was well. 

 

The farmer then understood the meaning of the young man's words: "I 

can sleep when the wind blows."  

 

Because the farmhand did his work loyally and faithfully when the skies 

were clear, he was prepared for the storm when it came.  

 

And... He could sleep in peace.  

 

There was nothing dramatic or sensational in the young farmhand's 

preparations. He just faithfully did what was needed each day.  
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Consequently, he could sleep peacefully when the wind started to blow, 

when the storm came.  

 

If we do what is expected of us as children of God, we will be able to 

sleep when the wind blows.  

 

So what does God expect of us? 

 

Apparently, when Leonardo da Vinci, in his boyhood, saw caged birds 

exposed for sale on the streets of Florence, he would buy them and set 

them free. It was a rare trait in a young boy, and it spoke of a noble 

heart, a heart full of genuine sympathy.  

 

As we go about on the streets of life, we too will find many who are 

caged, people who we too may help to set free. 

 

We should show grace, to the world around us, to those that God sends 

into our lives. We should set an example in everything we do, no matter 

where we are and what we are busy with. We should be helpful and 

friendly and kind. We should turn the other cheek and walk the extra 

mile. We should forgive and forget, encourage and support, listen and 

embrace. 

 

Even when we don’t feel like it; even when we are weary and tired 

ourselves. Because that is just what children of God do. 

 

And how will we be able to manage that? Especially when the storms 

are raging in our own lives? We’ll manage, because we have faith.  
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Faith in the God who sets us free from the power of death. Even a tiny 

amount of faith is enough to move a tree. Even things that seem 

impossible to us are possible to God. And that’s what faith does: it opens 

up our lives to the astonishing power of God. God can do anything. 

 

He can even calm the storms in our lives. So let’s do our bit.  Because 

God will do his. 

 

That same God who can move mountains, that’s the God you belong to. 

He knows you and he knows exactly what you need. So trust him, 

believe in him. Do what is expected of you, even when it’s hard. Not 

because you will be rewarded for it, but because God rewarded you with 

his grace long before you were even able to do anything in return. 

 

Do what is expected of you, and you will be able to sleep when the wind 

blows.  

 

So whether your wind is ill health, financial difficulties, worries about 

your family, loneliness, questions about faith – just look it in the eye and 

live life to the fullest, like God expects you to do, because then no 

circumstances will ever be able to catch you off guard… 

 

Do what is expected of you, and you’ll be able to sleep when the wind 

blows. 

 

Amen 

 


