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Sermon 

21 August 2016 

West Kirk of Calder & Polbeth Harwood 

 

By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Text: Proverbs 4:20-27 

2 Timothy 2:20-21 

 

I love reading. In my ordinary, day-to-day life, however, I’m usually just 

too busy to sit down and enjoy a book. But when we are away on 

holiday, I always try to make up for that!   

 

As you all know, we went to South Africa this summer. Now, let me tell 

you, a holiday in South Africa is not very relaxing. It’s lots of other things 

– fun, breathtaking, warm and sunny (even in the winter), special 

moments with family, inspiring scenery, lots of travelling about… 

Scotland is roughly the same size as one province in SA, and André and 

my families live all over the country, so you can probably imagine that 

there’s not much time for sitting still.  

 

But no matter how busy a day I’ve had, on holiday, I just HAVE to read a 

little too. In light of the fact that reading time is precious, you can 

probably appreciate that I don’t like reading rubbish. That’s just a waste 

of time.  

 

Luckily, this time I got hold of an amazing Afrikaans story, and even after 

a full and exausting day, I could keep my eyes open long enough to read 
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into the wee hours of the morning. I struggled to put the book down, and 

when it was finished, I was dissapointed that it didn’t have twice as many 

chapters, but at the same time I felt that it ended in the right way… And 

you know, this made me think… 

 

It brought me to the conclusion that living life is like writing a book.  

 

Your story starts the day you are born. Form then on, everything you do 

is a new sentence. Some days are very eventful and quite a few pages 

long, others just a paragraph or two. Each new phase in your life is a 

new chapter. Until one day, you get to THE END… 

                 

The important lesson I learned this holiday is that you need to make sure 

that every day you write something in your story that you would want to 

read again.  

 

In other words, every single day of our lives, we need to do something 

that is worth remembering. 

 

We shouldn’t waste our time on meaningless things, or waste our lives 

by letting days go by without really living them. We’ve only got this one 

chance to live life. Once that book is closed there is no way of opening it 

again. 

 

But in order to write your story, you will need something to write it with. A 

pencil. 

 

So let’s take a closer look at how a pencil works: 



3 

 

 A pencil can only write if you hold it in your hand, and it can only 

write the letters you form with it. 

 For optimum performance, a pencil needs to be sharpened 

regularly. 

 Luckily, pencils have erasers, so mistakes can be rectified. 

 It doesn’t matter what a pencil looks like on the outside, it is the 

inside, the lead,  that is the most important part. Because without 

the lead, a pencil won’t be able to write. 

 And the purpose of a pencil is to be written with. If it’s not used for 

that, well, practically, it’s worthless. 

 

So basically, we are like pencils in the hand of God. Like we read in 2 

Timothy: 

20 In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also 

of wood and clay; some are for special purposes and some for common 

use. 21 Those who cleanse themselves from the latter will be instruments 

for special purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do 

any good work. 

 

Here the apostle Paul is reminding Timothy that the quality of material 

and the nature of the service for which an instrument is to be used, are 

not important at all. The only thing that is important is that these 

instruments should be useful to the master. Because that  is their 

purpose. 

 

Just like the purpose of a pencil is to write, our purpose here on earth is 

to make a difference. 
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Pencil manufacturers make all different kinds of pencils, but all of them 

are made for the sole purpose of writing. No pencil manufacturer skilfully 

makes a pencil to be used as an ornament. That would just be a waste 

of time. 

 

God also didn’t make us just to decorate the earth; he made us because 

he wants to use us. 

 

So let’s go back to how a pencil works: 

 Just like a pencil cannot write all by itself, but has to be held in 

your hand; just like you have to steer a pencil to write what you 

want it to write – God holds all of us in his hands. We need to allow 

him to do that, to steer us in the right direction. 

 

What if you were writing something and your pencil said: “I’m not 

going to write that! I’ll write what I want!?” We all know that that 

just doesn’t happen, and if it did, you’d probably throw that pencil 

away straight away! 

 

We are instruments in God’s hands. A good book isn’t good 

because it was written with a good pencil, but because the author 

is good. We need to allow God to be the author of our lives. 

 

 Just like a pencil has to be sharpened from time to time, in order to 

fulfil its purpose properly, we also sometimes have to experience 

pain. Coping with heartache and problems is something nobody 

likes, but these things are an unavoidable part of life. And in a 

sense, it makes us sharper, better. It makes us realise how very 

dependent we are on God. 
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The most important thing to remember is that in our sorrow, God 

wants to teach us and hold us. 

 

 Making mistakes is part and parcel of life as well. That’s why a 

pencil has an eraser. We can also correct our mistakes – by 

asking God for forgiveness. And God will forgive us. In Jesus, he 

gave all of us a new beginning, and through his Spirit he guides us 

all the way.  

 

And because of that, we should also forgive others. Holding a 

grudge is just a waste of precious time. 

 

 The most important part of a pencil is the lead inside. Who we are 

is not determined by what we look like, but by what is going on 

inside us. In Proverbs 4:23 we read: “Above all else, guard your 

heart, for everything you do flows from it.” 

 

In Biblical times the people believed that the heart was the most 

important organ in the body, and that your heart determined your 

thoughts. 

 

Medically speaking today we know that our thoughts actually 

originate in the brain, but I get why they thought that in biblical 

times, because we still very often feel that something is the right 

thing to do. We do sometimes “think” and “choose” with our hearts, 

because our thoughts and emotions can’t be separated from each 

other. 
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That’s why having a good relationship with God is so important. 

We will know the right thing to do in any given situation if we live 

close to God; if we come to church and pray often. “Above all else, 

guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.” 

 

 And then, finally, just like the sole purpose of a pencil is to write 

with, our sole purpose here on earth is to serve God. And we 

should do that in every circumstance. We should always make a 

difference, everywhere we are, whether we are in the mood for it 

or not. We don’t have a choice here – that’s what you do if you 

belong to God. 

 

There, where you are, should be better because you are there. 

Listen carefully: There where you are should be better because 

you are there… 

 

So let’s allow God to use us to write our life stories. In the times when 

we are on a high and can’t write fast enough, but also in the times when 

writing is painful and not much fun at all. Because, ultimately, that is 

what we were made for. 

 

And actually I think it’s quite consoling to know that although we 

shouldn’t stop writing in the hard times, even in times like these, 

especially in times like these, we don’t have to keep ourselves up 

straight – God will be holding us all the time… 

 

Let’s write our stories with so much eagerness and passion, that when 

we get to the last chapters and our pace has slowed down, we will enjoy 

reading and re-reading the first chapters, and then, when finally we have 
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to write THE END, our stories will be inspirational best-sellers, examples 

of first-class writing for all the new beginners. 

 

Amen 

 


