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Dear congregations 

 

I don’t think many a conversation in Scotland happens without 

mentioning the weather. And with good reason, because in this 

country the weather surely is something to talk about!           

André’s mum is visiting us from South Africa at the moment. 

And within 3 days of her arrival she experienced snow, gale 

force winds with heavy rain, and the most beautiful, warm,  

sunny weather! It was as if even nature said: “Welcome to  

Scotland – the country where you can experience 4 seasons in 1 

day!!” 

 

And just like that, nature announces the arrival of Easter in 

bright yellow daffodils everywhere. These beautiful flowers   

appear as if out of nowhere, but they’ve been there all along, 

under the ground, underneath the snow and ice of winter,  



growing… And then, when spring arrives, they announce it in 

all their glory. André’s mum can’t get enough of the daffodils – 

she says that this bright yellow picture you see around every 

corner is something that will stay with her forever. 

And the same thing is true about Easter. Jesus had to die and 

be buried – a dark, gloomy picture; but then God made him 

alive again – the most breath-taking picture this world has ever 

seen. Something that changed the scenery of our lives forever. 

Because, with Jesus, arose not only new life, like in spring-time; 

but everlasting life – for us all. 

Let us praise God for that this Easter! 

Blessings,      Nanda  

Bible Blether 
Our next Blether will be held 

on  

 Thursday 20th April at 8pm 

in the Quiet Room at Polbeth Harwood 

ThIs time we will be talking about weddings – 

come have a look under the veil and find out about customs 

old and new… 

                 Everyone is welcome to come along.. 



 

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ 

                    Service 

 

 

An informal service of  hymns,  

prayer and meditation  

                       and the sacrament  

                        of  Holy Communion 

                       will be held on 

                 Thursday 13th April 

                 at 10.30am 

               in  Stewart Court 

 

  followed by the usual  blether and cuppa. 

A warm welcome is extended to all.  

 

The next service  will be held at 

Stewart Court on  

Sunday 14th May at 2.00pm 

           



This year Christian Aid week begins on 
Sunday 14th May. We shall be asking 
you to kindly consider putting what you 
can    into the Christian Aid envelopes 

which will be distributed on 7th May  to be returned on 14th ; 
21st ; or 28th May please.  For those of you who are tax payers 
would you please consider completing the Gift Aid Slip at the 
edge of the envelope.   

There will be Seven Day Devotional Leaflets in your Order of 
Services on Sunday 14th and within these are pre paid post 
cards to Mrs Theresa May, P.M., urging her to allocate more 
funding to Christian Aid.  We would be most grateful if you 
would consider completing the post card and either pop it in 
the post or give it to an Elder on duty at Church during the 
month of May and we shall forward it for you. 

Christian Aid has a vision – an end to poverty –                        
and we believe that vision can become a reality 

Nejebar and Noor‘s Story 

Nejebar and Noor lived in               
Afghanistan with their five children. 
Noor worked as a teacher, which put 
him in danger when the Taliban 
threatened to kill anyone who 
worked for the government. This threat was carried out on one 
of their family members, whose eyes were gouged out before 
he was killed. 

Faced with threats, bombs and war at home, they chose to try 
and find something better. Noor said: ‘It was like suicide for us. 
But we took the decision that it is better to die here than to die 
there from war.’  



Having managed the difficult and dangerous journey to Greece, 
they are now living in a tent in a refugee camp. They expected 
to be there for 10 days, but have been there for six months and 
there’s no end in sight. 

They have no protection against wind and rain. There’s no 
school for their children. And they have no idea what will    
happen to them now.  

Sudai, their youngest child, is five but looks much younger. He 
hasn’t been growing as he should. His abdomen is swollen. 
They don’t know what is wrong with him. The only doctor in 
the refugee camp is Greek and because of the language barrier, 
they haven’t been able to explain that Sudai is much older than 
he looks. 

Despite having so little, they have taken in two brothers from 
Afghanistan, Faraidoon and Farzad, who are travelling alone.  

Faraidoon and Farzad don’t know where their parents are, or 
even if they’re alive, but they have found refuge with this    
family as they wait for news of their own. 

Nejebar says, ‘We still have some hope that one day we will get 
out of here and we have hope for our children’s future.  

‘Our wish is to get out from this situation and to be able to go 
further. We only want a peaceful life. We want our children to 
have an education, to go to school. The most important thing is 
for our children.’ 

ANYTHING YOU CAN GIVE TO HELP THIS FAMILY AND MANY 
LIKE THEM WOULD BE MOST KINDLY RECEIVED. 

Norma Martin,   Christian Aid Convenor West Kirk 

(Photo courtesy of Christian Aid) 



     Holy Week 

 

Sunday 9th April      West Kirk at 10.00am 

                              United Palm Sunday Service      

Thursday 13th April      Stewart Court at 10.30am 

                                   ’Beyond the Kirk Walls’  

                                  with Communion Service        

Thursday 13th April      Polbeth Harwood at 7.00pm   

                                          Pot Luck Supper  

                    and Maundy Thursday Communion 

Friday 14th April          West Kirk at 7.30pm 

                                   Good Friday Service 

Sunday 16th April        Auld Kirk Yard at 7.00am 

                                Ecumenical Sunrise Service 

                           followed by communal breakfast 

                                         at Limefield Church 

Sunday 16th April       Polbeth Harwood at 10.00am 

                          United Easter Morning Worship 



 

West Kirk  

Music Night 2017 

 

As advertised in the March edition,  
this not-to-be-missed night of music will take place on 

Friday 12th May  from 7—9pm 
in the West Kirk. 

 
Tickets, costing £5, are available from members of Session or 

the Congregational Board or on the door on the night. 
 

This promises to be a wonderful night’s entertainment  
 - and it’s in the village! 

Among performers will be West Calder Public Band and       
Parkhead Primary School Choir. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
If you would like attend the concert  
but are unsure about  coming out in 

the evening or have no transport,  
our Pastoral Care team are keen to 

provide cars to bring you to share in 
the enjoyment of this event in the community. 

If you would like a lift, please contact 
Joyce Moore Tel 871824 



 

           Ahoy, me hardies!  

We have now started to make plans for 

this summer’s holiday club 

“Landlubbers” which runs from August 

7th – 11th. This summer we are spending a glorious week on a 

beautiful remote tropical island, searching for treasure with the 

aid of a map and some puzzling clues which are given to us by a 

mysterious castaway?!  

It takes a big team of helpers to make this wonderful adventure 

happen, and we are limited to how many children we can      

accommodate by the ratio of adult volunteers we have           

assisting.  We hold three Holiday Club meetings before the 

event so you can learn more about the theme and become    

familiar with the theme song.  

Our first meeting will be held in the West Kirk 

on Tuesday April 18th at 7:30pm. Here you 

will get a clearer picture on all aspects of the 

roles and a brief insight into the adventures 

we are planning for the children. Although the club runs for five 

days some of our helpers can only commit to a few days so if 

you feel perhaps this would be more suitable for you, then that 

is fine too!  

The follow up meetings will be held in Polbeth Harwood on: 

Thursday May 25th and Wednesday June 21st. All Welcome!  
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Across 

1  ‘You are a chosen people, a royal — ’ (1 Peter 2:9) (10)  

7  Exact copy (Joshua 22:28) (7)  

8  Jesus’ first words to Jairus’s daughter, ‘My child, — — ’ (Luke 
8:54) (3,2)  

10 Idol made by the Israelites while Moses was on Mount Sinai 
(Exodus 32:4) (4)  

11 Role allotted to Joseph in Egypt (Genesis 42:6) (8)  

13 ‘Lord, when did we — — hungry and feed you?’ (Matthew 
25:37) (3,3)  

15 ‘Though seeing, they do — —; though hearing, they do not 
hear or understand’ (Matthew 13:13) (3,3)  

17 Happening (1 Kings 21:1) (8) 

18 ‘Whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the — of 
Christ’ (Philippians 3:7) (4) 



21 National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
(1,1,1,1,1) 

22 Stamp on (Amos 2:7) (7)  

 

 

Down 

1  Of the pope (5)  

2  ‘The earth is the Lord’s, and everything — — ’ (Psalm 24:1) 
(2,2)  

3  Hebrew word for the kind of peace that Jesus promised (6)  

4  Member of a 16th-century Protestant reform movement in 
France (8)  

5  Sing out (anag.) (7)  

6  Ceremonial column of people on the move (1 Samuel 10:5) 
(10)  

9  One of the things love always does (1 Corinthians 13:7) (10)  

12 Esther’s cousin who foiled a plot to assassinate King Xerxes 
(Esther 2:7, 22) (8)  

14 See cape (anag.) (7)  

16 ‘No one can — them out of my hand’ (John 10:28) (6)  

19 Often mistakenly identified as the fruit that led to the first 
sin (Joel 1:12) (5)  

20 ‘He was led like a — to the slaughter’ (Isaiah 53:7) (4) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

23 Liable to rot (1 Corinthians 15:42) (10) 

 

When a minister rehearses his sermon,              
is (s)he  practising what (s)he preaches? 



Alex Easton 

Alexander Duncan Easton, better known as Alex to everyone at 

the West Kirk, was born on the 12th of September 1926 to      

Euphemia and William Easton. Growing up at Oakbank Cottages 

he frequently spent time at a local farm where he helped out 

and loved outdoor life. On leaving school he served his            

apprenticeship with Scottish Oil, attending night school at     

Herriot Watt College.  

When qualified he worked on various building sites -           

sometimes having to travel quite a distance. After that he 

worked at the Scaren Factory, which made concrete blocks for 

building houses, and he was there until it closed.  He then      

became the maintenance supervisor at Bangour General      

Hospital, and moved to do the same at St John’s Hospital when 

it opened. He worked at St John’s until he retired at the age of 

67 although he would have carried on working if he had been 

allowed.  

As far as his family life is concerned: Alex and Jessie met at the 

dance hall in West Calder and were married in the West Kirk on 

the 6th of August 1949. On the 13th of November 1953 they 

were blessed with their baby girl Sheila.  

 



Alex had a long and special relationship with the people at the 

West Kirk. He became an elder on the 19th of April 1970, and he 

was very proud to carry out the duties required of him. He     

became the Property Convenor as well, and he took this job so 

seriously, he would come up to church most nights to see if  

everything was all right. If anything broke, he would just fix it 

straight away. And that was very much appreciated by all. 

Alex was a very special man who made a huge impression on 

everybody who met him. In his 90 years on earth he made a 

difference in so many people’s lives, and his family will cherish 

the memories they have of him for ever.  

May he rest in peace. 

Stewart MacRae 

Do what we can to help... 

Several women in a church prayer group were      
visiting an elderly friend who was ill. After a while, 
they rose to leave and told her; "We'll do what we 
can to help.  We promise to keep 
you in our prayers." 
 

"Thank you,” she said.  “But, really, I can do 
my own praying.  The thing I can’t do is the 
dishes in the sink in the kitchen....” 



Many thanks to Marian Miskelly for this special Sudoku puzzle 

 



Minister’s Office Hours 

 Office Hours for April & May are as follows: 

There will be NO Office Hours during the Easter holidays,  then 

          Tuesday 18th April             Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12 

      Wednesday 26th April             West Kirk 10.30—12 

          Tuesday 2nd May             Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12 

         Tuesday 16th May              Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12 

      Wednesday 24th May              West Kirk 10.30—12 

If the minister is unable to attend due to funerals etc.,        

someone will be there to pass on any enquiries or requests. 

 

Where do I even begin?!   

From the bottom of my heart I would like to 

thank every one of you so much for your support at my coffee 

morning for my brother! We raised more than £2000, and this 

will go a long way in helping to pay for his medical aid.            

My brother said: “I don’t know what would have become of me 

if it wasn’t for the kind and generous people in my sister’s life… 

Thank you is such a small word – the gratitude I feel is HUGE.”  

Thank you also for your continued prayers.  

I am eternally grateful.     Nanda 



  Bathgate Concert Orchestra 

17 March 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Had the rain not rained continuously all day there might have 
been twice as many at this most welcome of concerts.             
Organised by the Fund Raising Group (in particular by their   
convener Jill Murray) and volunteers the audience were          
entertained with wonderful playing of light music ranging from 
The Irish Washerwomen through Colonel Bogey to a selection 
of My Fair Lady tunes 

The Beethoven Romance was played by guest solo violinist    
Barbara Downie, an acclaimed concerto performer and staff 
member of The Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Dance. 

Orchestral Leader was first violinist Alistair Watson and the  
conductor was Razvan Luculescu from Bucharest whose cv in 
Scotland alone (where he moved in 2010) is incredibly              
extensive. 

Not to be missed when they return. 

George Stott 



CHOCOLATE 

One of the more earthly pleasures of celebrating 
Easter is the sheer amount of chocolate around.    

Did you know….. 

The Aztecs in Central America agreed that cacao must have had 
a divine origin.  They believed that their god Quetzalcoatl had 
come down from heaven on the beam of the morning star, 
bearing a cacao tree as a gift for human beings, and that    
whoever drank the hot foaming drink was given divine wisdom. 

 It was also considered good for various ailments. 
The Spanish explorer Hernan Cortes called it ‘a drink 
that builds up resistance and fights fatigue’.               
A Spanish missionary in Peru in the 15th century    
recommended it as ‘good for the stomach’. 

By the 18th century chocolate was so popular in Europe that 
the Swedish naturalist Linnaeus renamed the cocoa plant     
Theobroma – food of the gods. 

Although chocolate was originally only for the wealthy, devout 
Quakers such as Joseph Fry, Joseph Terry, Isaac Rowntree and 
John Cadbury had a dream that chocolate could replace gin as 
a drink for the working classes.  Their determination to make 
this possible was driven by their Christian zeal.  

In the middle of the 19th century it was discovered 
that chocolate could be made into solid bars!  With 
this discovery, Easter eggs were on the way.  Both 
Fry’s and Cadbury’s launched them in the 1870s, 
and the rest is history. 

These days, Fair Trade chocolate is the thing to look out for – it 
guarantees a fair price to the cocoa farmers who make it       
possible for us to go on enjoying this heavenly stuff. 



Parkhead Galaday – June 3rd.  

 

Did you know this event is open to everyone 
in the village, and for an annual fee of £9 
per family you can join in the fun! The fee is 
due now and must be paid no later than May 26th.  

Due to a limited number of collectors extra provision has been 
put in place to ensure every family wishing to take part can 
sign up for this great community event. You can register and 
pay at the Harburn & West Calder Community Development 
Trust shop in the square or pop into West Calder Bowling Club 
any Monday evening from 8pm onwards.  

Would you like to support the Gala committee who work very 
hard every year to keep this family fun day going? We would  
really appreciate new members or helpers, everyone welcome 
to come along to a Gala planning meeting which take place the 
first Monday of every month in West Calder Bowling Club at 
7:30pm to see what we do and get more information. 

HARBURN SWRI:  90TH BIRTHDAY 

To mark the occasion of their 90th Birthday 

the ladies of Harburn Rural are holding an      

exhibition of Memorabilia and Crafts 

in Harburn Hall on 

Friday 28th April 7pm—10pm 

Saturday 29th April 10am—2pm 

ALL WELCOME 



Contribution deadline for the next issue… 
 
All contributions for the May 
edition of the magazine should be  
submitted to the editor,  
preferably by email,  
before Sunday 30th April 2017 

 

WEST KIRK FUNDRAISING GROUP 
 

Many thanks to the Congregational Board and the 
Sunday Club for running very successful Candy Bars 
in February and March. It was good to see so many 
enjoying these events making it a great start to our 
activities in 2017.  

The Guild will have run the April Candy Bar followed by the Choir on 
6th May. 

These events would not be possible without the generosity and hard 
work of all who donate to the stalls, help on the day, or come along for 
coffee and lunch. 

We recently welcomed the Bathgate Concert Orchestra to the West 
Kirk when we were treated to a most enjoyable evening of light music 
by over twenty musicians and a wonderful solo violinist They, as      
others who have performed in the West Kirk, appreciated the fine 
acoustics. It was so good to hear an orchestra and we thank them for 
coming and for donating half of the proceeds to our funds. 

The Group looks forward to seeing you at our future events. 

Jill Murray 



Parish Record 

Baptisms 

“Let the little children  come to me, and do not hinder them, 

for the kingdom of  God belongs to such as them.” 

5th Mar—Robert Walker Graham, infant son of Robert and Mhairi  

Graham (nee Walker) 

26th Mar— Reuben Alexander Forrester, infant son of  Greig and     

Emma Forrester (nee Marshall) 
 

Deaths 

Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere  

sympathies  and prayers. 
 

Loving God, 

Open our eyes to your presence around us, 

to your love that surrounds us each day. 

Teach us that when we feel most weak and helpless 

you are at your strongest. 

Speak to us through both the ordinary 

and the special things of life, 

that through them 

we may know you more fully. 

Amen 

 



Events: April 2017 

Saturday 1st Candy Bar West Kirk 10.00am 

Monday 3rd Guild AGM West Kirk 7.45pm 

Sunday 9th United Palm Sunday       

Service 

West Kirk 10.00am 

Thursday 13th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ 

with Communion 

Stewart Court 10.30am 

Thursday 13th Maundy Meal & Service Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Friday  14th Good Friday Service West Kirk 7.30pm 

Sunday 16th Ecumenical Sunrise service Auld Kirk Yard 7.00am 

Sunday  16th United Easter Service Polbeth Harwood 10.00am 

Tuesday 18th Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Thursday  20th Bible Blether Polbeth Harwood 8.00pm 

Wednesday 26th Minister’s Office Hours West Kirk 10.30am 

Friday 28th Youth Group  7.00pm 

     

Events: May 2017 

Tuesday 2nd Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Thursday 4th Board & Session West Kirk 7.00pm 

Saturday 6th Candy Bar West Kirk 10.00am 

Wednesday 10th Minister’s Office Hours West Kirk 10.30am 

Friday  12th Music Night West Kirk 7.00pm 



Church Calendar 

 

Sunday Morning Worship West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

 Sunday Club 

JAM Club 

West Kirk Hall 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

Monday Beavers West Kirk Hall 6.15pm 

Tuesday Craft Club West Kirk Hall 10.00am 

 Minister’s Office 

1st & 3rd weeks 

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

 Star Harmonies Polbeth Harwood 5.30pm 

 Bridge Club West Kirk Hall 7.00pm 

 WRI Handcrafts Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Wednesday  Calder Kids West Kirk Hall 9.30am 

 Minister’s Office 

2nd & 4th weeks 

West Kirk  10.30am 

 Dance Class Polbeth Harwood 5.00pm 

 Cubs West Kirk Hall 6.15pm 

 Strategy Games West Kirk Hall 8.00pm 

Thursday Scouts West Kirk Hall 6.30pm 

 Slimming World Polbeth Harwood 7.30pm 

    

  Weekly Events 


