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Dear congregations 
 

Here we are at the beginning of the summer holiday again!       

It was a full and busy year in both congregations, with lots of 

exciting things happening. We welcomed new people to our  

fellowship, and sadly we lost some well-loved congregation 

members as well. But looking back over the year, I can clearly 

see God’s hand in everything that happened in and around our 

congregations, and I feel so blessed to be a part of this very 

special church family. 
 

My two boys really enjoyed their visits to Sunday Club and JAM 

Club this year, and we have good banter in the manse about 

whether it is more fun at mummy’s church or daddy’s church! 
 

We are going to South Africa for most of July, and we are all 

looking forward to spending time with family and friends. 

Somebody asked me recently whether I was looking forward to 

go home for the summer, and you know, with all honesty, I 

 



could reply that “Yes, I’m looking forward to go to South Africa, 

but home is here in Scotland now.”  
 

After attending four Gala Days 

(Parkhead, East Calder, Kirknewton     

and Polbeth!), I feel more and          

more Scottish by the day!                      

And in their kilts my boys                     

even look the part… 

 

 

 

So although I can’t wait to see my dad and brother and the rest 

of our extended family, I know that I’ll be excited to come 

home again at the end of July! Thank you all so much for    

making me and my family feel that we truly belong here. 
 

This summer, my wish for you it that “the Lord bless you and 

keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious 

to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you 

peace” (Numbers 5:24-26). 
 

Kind regards,     Nanda 



 

 

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ 

                    Service 

           

A ‘Welcome Back’ to 

the informal service of  hymns,  

prayer and meditation   

which resume for the new season 
 

                             on 

Sunday 11th September 

at 3.00pm 

in  Stewart Court 

followed by a 

 chat and a cuppa together 

 
 

All are welcome to attend these popular   

services in our community 
 

 



 

Reminder……. 

All Welcome! 

 

 

United Summer Worship 
Once again, both congregations will meet for worship   

together in single Sunday services during the months of 

July and August. 

Starting at 10.00am 

July services will be held in The West Kirk 

August services in Polbeth Harwood Church 

The minister will be on holiday during July 

and pulpit cover will be supplied by 

Rev Gordon Jamieson on 10th, 17th and 24th 

and Miss Sadie Elliott on 31st July. 

Pastoral cover is being provided by 

Rev Gordon Jamieson 01506 412020 



WORLD MISSION 

“LET US BUILD A HOUSE” 
 

In April 2015, a major earthquake hit Nepal, 
resulting in the  destruction of thousands of 

houses, entire villages and the  death of more 
than 8000 people.   

World Mission Council has asked Presbyteries and                 
congregations to raise money to build earthquake resistant 
homes in Nepal.  £500 will build such a house there.   

West Kirk Session has asked the Clerk to consider how best we 
can respond to the World Mission’s challenge. 

 
 

FRACKING 
 

An open meeting on this subject was attended 
by some 40  people in St John’s Church, Bathgate early in June 
and was     addressed by the Climate Change Officer of the 
Church and   Society Council.   

The “handout” for discussion was (I thought) a bit biased but 
its purpose may have been to provoke discussion and in this it 
was successful.  The issues were debated by several small 
groups and their views presented at the final plenary session.  
It was good to see many there who were not members of   
Presbytery.  The final decision was that we need to know much 
more about the effects of fracking on the environment,           
especially its effect on potable water. 

G Stott  

 

 

 

   



. 

 

 

 

The staff at Rocky’s Plaice,  your very own local in-house Fish & 

Chip restaurant, (so popular it will be open all week from 8th to 

12th August)—have had their final training and are readying 

themselves to welcome their 74 young guests. 

Our front cover this month gives a little flavour of the fun and 

slapstick on offer to our guests throughout the week. 

Tables will be set, menus prepared, ingredients purchased, 

utensils spick and span, hygiene certificates dusted down 

—all under the watchful eyes of our ‘Maitre d’’ and ‘Maitre oui’ 

The transformation from church to restaurant will take place on 

Saturday 6th August at Polbeth Harwood from 9.30am. 

Helping hands will be made very welcome by the team, so 

please feel able to come along, though frying won’t start until 

Monday! 

As in previous years, there will be a ‘taster’ on the evening of 

Friday 12th August  at 7pm when ‘staff’ and ‘guests’ invite    

family and church friends to share in the experiences of the 

week. Donations of home baking for the evening would be 

gratefully received. Please tell a team member if you are able to 

provide any items. Thank you for your support. 
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Across 

1 Relating to the Jewish day of rest (10)  

7 Point of view (Matthew 22:17) (7)  

8 20th-century Brethren philanthropist whose construction 
company became one of the UK’s biggest, Sir John — (5)  

10 Girl’s name (4)  

11 Peter was accused of being one in the courtyard of the 
high priest’s house (Luke 22:59) (8)  

13 The fifth of the ‘seven churches’ (Revelation 3:1–6) (6)  

15 ‘Now the famine was — in Samaria’ (1 Kings 18:2) (6)  

17 Banned by the seventh Commandment (Exodus 20:14) 
(8)  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



18 Insect most closely associated with itching (1 Samuel 
24:14) (4) 

21 Bantu tribe which gives its name to tiny landlocked country 
in southern Africa (5) 

22 Familiar material in churches that use an overhead          
projector (7)  

23 Last book of the Bible (10) 

 

Down 

1 The young David’s favourite weapon (1 Samuel 17:40) (5)  

2 ‘Your vats will — over with new wine’ (Proverbs 3:10) (4)  

3 Once yearly (Exodus 30:10) (6)  

4 Milled it (anag.) (3-5) 

5 Region north of Damascus of which Lysanias was tetrarch 
(Luke 3:1) (7) 

6 Comes between Philippians and 1 Thessalonians (10)  

9 Lake where the first disciples were called (Luke 5:1–11) 
(10)  

12 Abusive outburst (8)  

14 Are loud (anag.) (7)  

16 Printing errors (6)  

19 ‘Take my yoke upon you and — from me’ (Matthew 11:29) 
(5)  

20 Jacob’s third son (Genesis 29:34) (4) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Last month, The Link magazine contained an article from the 

CrossReach report to the General Assembly of the Church of 

Scotland promoting dementia friendly congregations.  

Here it is, happening on our doorstep! 
  

Background of Rosebery Centre 
 

The Rosebery Centre is a focal point for older people who meet 

the criteria of having dementia, a high dependence illness, who 

need assistance for re-enablement and whose carers require 

respite due to high levels of stress in coping. 

 

Demographics and analysis of local statistics reveal that the 

needs of the group will be increasing and the role of the    

Rosebery Centre is becoming more important.                              

It is an oasis in the local community of Livingston,              

Pumpherston, the Calders, and Bellsquarry.   

(An EH54 postcode area which contains 15% of the most        

deprived areas in Scotland as identified in the Scottish Index of 

Multiple Deprivation.) 

 

Links have been created to ensure that individuals of all ethnic, 

faith or gender orientations are included in the promotion of 

services at the Rosebery.   

 

Activities are geared to each individual.  Carers groups are held 

monthly and carers support and training is provided to each  



household.  Carers are requested to complete a questionnaire 

every quarter.  From this, the Rosebery recognised that carers 

were crying out for ways in which they could be de-stressed. 
 

The Rosebery Centre would like to take this opportunity to 

thank Polbeth Harwood Church for allowing us space within 

the church to continue the hard work that is provided to      

continue supplying the service to our service users.               

Since the move, we have seen a remarkable difference in our 

service users; they appear move vibrant and always comment 

on how nice it is to be part of the community within Polbeth 

and the kindness shown to us all. 

We love having the park nearby and have taken the chance 

when weather has allowed—walking around the park. This has 

been a massive change for us as we could not get out and 

about in our last place. 

From all at the Rosebery Centre we can’t thank you enough for 

the kindness shown to us all. It is very much appreciated. 
 

If anyone is interested in some volunteer work within the day 

centre then please come and speak with myself (Anne Marson) 

as we are always looking to have new faces and, of course, the 

help that the volunteers bring. 
 

With sincere thanks to you all 

Anne Marson  



Over the summer months this 

year,  we are being entertained, 

inspired, maybe encouraged to 

become more active  ourselves,  

and possibly even frustrated, by 

all the major sporting events    

taking place  - from European 

Football Championships, through   

Wimbledon to the Rio Olympics  

and  Open Golf Championships. 

 

The quote below, from the late, ‘Great’ boxer and human 

rights activist, Muhammed Ali, recognises that for people 

to  succeed not only in sport, but in any walk of life, 

 

“Champions aren’t made in gyms.  

Champions are made from something they 

have deep inside them—a desire, a dream, a 

vision. 

They have to have the skill, and the will.  

But the will must be stronger than the skill.” 

Muhammed Ali 



When a clergyman won Wimbledon 

 

“Lawn Tennis,” wrote J.B. Priestley, “is a 
name with the mildest associations. It       
suggests a companion pastime to croquet, a 
late-Victorian thing, bright with petticoats and delicately    
clouded with curates.”  
 

This seemed the case with the development of Wimbledon’s All 
England Lawn Tennis Club from its beginnings in 1869 as a    
Croquet Club, at which “Gentlemen are requested not to play in 
their shirt sleeves when ladies are present.” However, with the 
addition of tennis courts to the grounds, the new game gained 
prominence, and the first Wimbledon Tennis Championships 
took place in 1877.  
 

It was at the third tournament of 1879 that the Rev J.T. Hartley, 
the vicar of Burneston in Yorkshire, won the All-Comers         
Gentlemen’s Singles out of an entry of 45 competitors at    
Wimbledon, and repeated the feat the following year.  On the 
middle Sunday of the tournament, he was obliged to dash back 
to Yorkshire to deliver his church sermon before returning once 
again to complete his triumph at the All-England Club.  

Never again was a clergyman to win Wimbledon.   

These were amateur days of course and no doubt possibly the 
early era of strawberries and champagne. But now, it’s a     
different ball game, so to speak, to say nothing of shirt sleeves 
or ladies! 

And no TV studio suite, commentators’ box, or ‘Murray Mound’ 
either. Happy viewing! 



Annual Outing 
 

On Sunday 19th June a joint service was held in Polbeth Har-
wood Church when children from the JAM Club, Sunday Club 
and Bible Class were presented with books in recognition of 
their attendance each week. 
 

After worship children, parents and friends from both congre-
gations piled onto the bus or cars and headed off to Silver 
Sands, Aberdour for our Annual Outing. The children of the JAM 
Club had done a sponsored obstacle course to raise money to 
help finance the trip so well done to them!! 

 The weather was dry and mild as we set off. 
 

We arrived, as usual, to find 
the gazebos had been     

erected and the lunch was 
set up and ready for us.  This 
was no mean feat as we had 

a record number coming 
along this year – approx. 80.  

 

Was Aberdour ready  

for the invasion?! 

 

 



Lunch over, it was time to get down on the beach to build 
sandcastles, paddle in the sea and, for the bravest among us, to 
have a swim.  

We were due to leave at 5.30 but, unfortunately, rain stopped 
play just after 4 o’clock and we agreed to pack up and head for 
home.   
 

Nonetheless, the adults had already had a good few hours to 
relax and chat with each other while the children, of all ages, 
played together and had loads of fun.   

 

 

 

 

 

A massive thank you is due once 
again to Sandra and Ian Dixon who shopped for all the food and 
to Ian, Dylan and Jordan who set up the site for us. 

 

We are already looking forward to next year. 



Been for a wander around Linlithgow recently?   

Why not take a trip and pop in to spend some time here  at 

West Lothian Presbytery 

“Simply Church” 

 

 
 

Come and join us at  

THE LOW PEEL, LINLITHGOW  

on Saturday 27th August 

12 noon till 3pm 

Congregations from around West Lothian 

Will be celebrating and sharing  their life,       

concluding with Closing Worship 

Our congregations have a marquee; Drop by & see us 



West Kirk Fundraising Group 

The group would like to thank everyone who, in any way,      

contributed towards the amazing total of over £700 at the June 

Candy Bar. 

We were especially delighted to have our very regular friends 

from Mure Memorial Church, Garrowhill, present and greatly 

appreciate their support.  

We wish everyone an enjoyable, relaxing spell over the       

summer months.  

All too soon, it will be September  - when we will delighted to  

see you on Saturday 3rd for our opening Candy Bar of the new 

season. 

Jill Murray (Convener) 

 

Evelyn Cowie  

would like to thank everyone for 
their cards, gifts and good wishes 

for her 90th birthday  

which she celebrated recently.   

 

Evelyn celebrated with a trip to visit her sister in Canada, 
a family meal and on the actual day had afternoon tea 

with family and friends in Thistles. 



 

WEST KIRK OF CALDER 
(Registered Charity Number: SC004703) 

 

     Did you know ………………………………………     

that whenever you buy anything online –        

from your weekly shop to your annual holiday –  you could be 

raising a free  donation for the West Kirk of Calder? 

There are nearly 3,000 retailers on board ready to make a     

donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline 

and Sainsbury's – and it doesn't cost you a penny extra! 

 

It's really simple, all you have to do is: 

1. Join.  Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

westkirkofcalderpc/ and sign up for free. 

 

2. Shop.  Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising 

first, pick the retailer you want and start shopping. 

 

3. Raise.  After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a  

donation to your good cause for no extra cost whatsoever! 

There are no catches or hidden charges and the West Kirk of 

Calder will be really grateful for your donations. 

Thank you for your support.                   Karen Elliott, Treasurer 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/westkirkofcalderpc/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/westkirkofcalderpc/


Parish Record 
 

Deaths 

Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

27th May—Jake Perry, Moorelands, Addiewell 

5th June—William Griffin, Redmill Nursing Home, East Whitburn 

6th June—William Turner, Westmuir Road, West Calder 
 

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere  

sympathies  and prayers. 

Lord God, 

When the days are dark and we are weary, 

When the stress and the storms increase 

And we are in danger of being overwhelmed, 

hear us and help us. 

May we know you are always with us 

and ready to help us. 

                                        Amen                   David Adam     

Contribution deadline for the next issue… 
 
All contributions for the September 
edition of the magazine should be  
submitted to the editor,  
preferably by email,  
before Sunday 28th August 2016 



 

 
Events: September 2016 

Thursday 1st Board meeting 

Session 

West Kirk 7.00pm 

8.00pm 

Saturday 3rd Candy Bar West Kirk 10.00am 

Sunday 4th Holy Communion West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

Tuesday 6th Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Sunday 11th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ Stewart Court 3.00pm 

Wednesday 14th Minister’s Office Hours West Kirk 10.30am 

 14th  Board & Session Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

 

Minister’s Office Hours 

There will be NO Office Hours during July and August. 

During August Nanda can be contacted by phone or email for 

any enquiries. 

The Office Hours will start up again in September as follows 

        Tuesday 6th September  Polbeth Harwood     10.30—12 

        Wednesday 14th September         West Kirk     10.30—12 
 

If the minister is unable to attend due to funerals etc, someone 

will be there to pass on any enquiries or requests. 



Events: July 2016 

Sundays  United Summer Worship West Kirk 10.00am 

Thursday 21st Stewardship                    

Sub-committee meeting 

West Kirk 7.00pm 

Friday  22nd Youth Group to Ratho  

Climbing Centre 

West Kirk 3.30pm 

Events: August 2016 

Saturday 6th Holiday Club Set-up Polbeth Harwood 9.30am 

Sunday 7th United Summer Worship: 

Holiday Club Introduction 

Polbeth Harwood 10.00am 

Monday—

Friday 

8th- 

12th 

Holiday Club Polbeth harwood 10.00am 

Friday 12th  Holiday Club Finale Night Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Sunday 14th United Summer Worship: 

Holiday Club Closure 

Polbeth Harwood 10.00am 

Sundays 21st 

&28th 

United Summer Worship Polbeth Harwood 10.00am 

Wednesday 24th Calder Kids restarts West Kirk  9.30am 

Saturday 27th West Lothian Presbytery 

Summer Gathering 

Low Peel 

Linlithgow 

12 noon— 

3.00pm 



 Church Calendar 

 

Sunday Morning Worship West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

 Sunday Club 

JAM Club 

West Kirk Hall 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

Monday Beavers West Kirk Hall 6.15pm 

Tuesday Craft Club West Kirk Hall 10.00am 

 Babies’ Painting 

Class 

Polbeth Harwood 10.00am 

 Minister’s Office 

1st & 3rd weeks 

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

 Star Harmonies Polbeth Harwood 5.30pm 

 Bridge Club West Kirk Hall 7.00pm 

 WRI Handcrafts Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Wednesday  Calder Kids West Kirk Hall 9.30am 

 Minister’s Office 

2nd & 4th weeks 

West Kirk  10.30am 

 Dance Class Polbeth Harwood 5.00pm 

 Cubs West Kirk Hall 6.15pm 

 Strategy Games West Kirk Hall 8.00pm 

Thursday Scouts West Kirk Hall 6.30pm 

 Slimming World Polbeth Harwood 7.30pm 

    

  Weekly Events 


